
“It is very important for kids to come into contact with adults who are experts, 
because kids get it on a visceral level that they are dealing with somebody 
who knows all there is to know about a particular area. Even if you are deal-
ing with kids of very average ability, or below average ability, when you put 
them in an art activity with a highly trained person who is at the top of their 
field, that communicates.”   There is a lot of one-to-one time that is spent with 
adult role models, people who are respected, who pay attention and who give 
sensitive guidance to young people” 

CASE-MAKING FACT SHEET #4 

THE ARTS PLAY A  ROLE IN

CRIME PREVENTION

WHAT DO THE ARTS DO?
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The role of art in crime prevention is far reaching. The arts offers opportunities for youth 
to gain new skills, establish positive peer relationships, and take learning risks in untradi-
tional ways. Community art programming engages at-risk youth who are typically de-
tached from their family, school or community. When delivered by and through quality art 
programming, issues facing at-risk youth such as low self-esteem, low school success, and 
substance abuse are considerably reduced. Creative arts are very successful in encouraging 
youth to become active participants in their own lives. 

Because of the multifaceted way in which the arts engage youth, community art program-
ming can offer untraditional ways in which to address personal, academic, and social is-
sues. What looks like simple avenues for self-expression are in fact processes that work 
through and address many issues. Take community media arts programming for example. 

“Our programming is not just about learning how to express yourself through the 
arts...There is a lot of bigger things we are trying to accomplish…It’s also an opportunity 
to gain life skills, like problem-solving, working together, creativity...setting goals.”  
“Effectivity of  Popular Arts & Culture as Medium of Youth Engagement” Youth On Youth, , Pg 32, (1)  

CHALLENGING YOUTH WITH DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES THROUGH THE ARTS
WORKS:

A respected gang interventionists wrote:                     

“Coming UpTaller”, J. Weitz, Presidents Committee on the Arts and Humanities, 1996, pg 19, (2)

ARTS PROGRAMS WITH TOP-NOTCH STAFF BECOME MUCH NEEDED MENTORS:

Effective art programs inspire youth through quality staff and programming. 

“One of the most natural and effective vehicles for gang members is the road 
of the arts, especially theatre. New values only emerge through new experi-
ence, and the arts provide an unique laboratory where truth and possibility 
can be explored safely. Validating emotional safety is everything.”

““Coming Up Taller”, J. Weitz, Presidents Committee on the Arts And Humanities, 1996, pg 35 (3) 



AT RISK OUTH DEAL WITH M  ISSUES AND THE ARTS ARE AN IDEAL TO ADDRESS THEM

                                      Low Self-esteem, self-concept          Learning Disabilities 

                                Limited school success                     Low self-control / interpersonal skills 

   Low Literacy                                     Mental Health Issues 

   Substance Abuse                              Alcohol, drugs 

   Family Issues 

ART BUILDS SELF-ESTEEM:

ARTS PROGRAMS HOLD OUTH ACCOUNTABLE TO THEMSELVES AND TO THE C :

THE ARTS DRAW UPON A RANGE OF LEARNING S  :

KEEPING KIDS B THROUGH ARTS AND RECREATION KEEPS OUTH OUT OF TROUBLE:

Low Self-esteem, self-concept          Learning Disabilities 

           Limited school success                     Low self-control / interpersonal skills 

Low Literacy                                     Mental Health Issues 

Substance Abuse                              Alcohol, drugs 

Family Issues 
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WITH SO MANY ISSUES, AT-RISK KIDS ARE COSTLY

Aside from the emotional costs of behavioral issues on family, friends, and the community at large, there are dollar 
costs to society. 

“THE ESTIMATED COST OF DETAINING A YOUNG OFFENDER IS AT LEAST $100,000!” 
“Safety And Savings: Crime Prevention Through Social Development”, National Crime Prevention of Canada, Economic Analysis Committee, 2006, (11) 

Data from the Department of Justice indicates that fully 80% of all transfer payment funding to the provinces is directed 
toward supporting a growth in custody facilities for youth. “This over reliance on the formal justice system and im-
prisonment is an enormous drain on public dollars…moreover; it fails to deter youth crime.”
“Beyond Prisons Symposium” A. Leschied,  Correctional Service Canada, www.csc-scc.gc.ca, pg. 2, (12) 

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT SAVES MONEY!

Cultural and recreation programs can reduce the cost of social services and policing.  Gina Brownes study 
clearly indicated that accessible services appeared to pay for itself through reduced use of health and social ser-
vices, such as child psychology, social work, policing and probation.  A $500. savings was attributed per family, not 
including the doubling of the exits from social assistance!  
“Making the Case For Recreation”, Ideas Matter, Dr. G. Browne, Volume 2, No. 3, 2003, Pg 7, (13) 

DESPITE THE OBVIOUS BENEFITS THE ARTS ARE NOT REACHING AT-RISK YOUTH

Despite the evidence of the multiple benefits of engaging youth in creative arts in their community, it is often over-
looked or underutilized. User fees and accessibility to centers means that community cultural development with youth is 
under served in general and in those areas that need it most. 

Percentage of  Youth Who Have  NOT Participated in the Arts

 76.7 %                  76.5 %                  69.4%             61.9%

 Very Poor              Poor                    Not Poor           Well Off

“Youth Engagement in Artistic and Creative Expression”, First Works,  Canadian Heritage, Page 21, (14) 

Characteristics of High Quality Arts Programming For At Risk Youth?

Commitment to stable, long term funding, and continuity in staffing.

Led by Artists with a history of delivering programming

Consistent, stable facilities where youth have a sense of ownership, and security

 Art Professionals Are Leaders 
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